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           VALUABLE REMOTE SENSING DATA 

Geospatial            Images Useful for Efficient Disaster Response and Responsible Policy-Making;            Education Opportunities Prepare Students for High Paying Jobs in South            Dakota

 Washington,            DC- Today,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin and Rep. Steve LaTourette (R-OH) introduced the            bipartisan AmericaView Geospatial Imagery Mapping Program that would            make federal geospatial imagery gathered at the EROS Data Center in            Sioux Falls and other similar facilities available to educators, tribes            and local officials in a cost-effective and timely manner. By authorizing            the AmericaView Geospatial Imagery Mapping Program, Herseth Sandlin’s            legislation would allow state, local, and tribal governments as well            as educational institutions to develop new scientific, educational,            and practical applications for the data and to adopt new tools for applied            research, education, and training.

 “Since the 1970s,            the federal government has invested in earth-observing satellites that            provide remote sensing imagery, enhancing our ability to perform a variety            of tasks including environment monitoring, wildfire suppression and            land assessments” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “By making this data available            to a wider array of individuals, we will see a greater return on our            investment. Not only will more students be trained in using the technology            and therefore qualified to earn high-paying jobs at such excellent facilities            like the EROS Data Center in Sioux Falls, but we will have better and            more analysis guiding a diverse array of complicated and often costly            decisions in every arena from homeland security to natural disasters.”
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 "SouthDakotaView            and the other 35 AmericaView states are extremely pleased that Rep.            Herseth Sandlin has sponsored the AmericaView Authorization Act. This            legislation will greatly enhance our efforts in promoting the benefits            of our nation's investment in remote sensing to grass-roots users such            as K-12 and university students, farmers, ranchers, natural resource            managers, city planners, and state and federal agency personnel.”

 AmericaView is            a nationwide program that focuses on satellite remote sensing data and            technologies in support of applied research, K-16 education, workforce            development, and technology transfer. AmericaView is administered through            a partnership between the U.S. Geological Survey and the AmericaView            Consortium, which is comprised of over 30 “StateViews.” The Consortium            is the federal government's primary partner in achieving the program’s            vision and goals. Specifically, applied researchers at universities            in each member state collaborate with each other and with government            agencies to develop and share information and techniques for using remote            sensing data. 

Senator Tim Johnson            and Senator George Voinovich (R-OH) have introduced companion legislation            in the Senate. 
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